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E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: ENRG, ID 

SUBJECT: US-UK CONSULTATION ON OPEC 

1 . BRITISH EMBASSY MAY HAVE GIVEN YOU A GARBLED AND 
OVERLY FORMAL DESCRIPTION OF DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS AND BRITISH EMBASSY ENERGY COUNSELOR 
HERE. WE EXCHANGED VIEWS, AS WE DO PERIODICALLY, AND 
FOUND THAT OUR PERCEPTIONS OF THE FACTORS BEARING ON 
LIKELY OPEC DECISIONSAT FORTH COMING BALI MINISTERIAL 
MEETING ARE VERY SIMILAR. WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED G-8 OF THE CIEC AND WITHIN THE IEA USG AND 
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HMG REPRESENTATIVES HAVE ALSO BEEN DISCUSSING AND 
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PLANNING THE APPROACH ON THE ISSUE OF OIL PRICES TO BE 
TAKEN AT THE MAY MEETINGS OF THE CIEC ENERGY COMMISSION. 

HOWEVER, THERE HAVE BEEN NO JOINT CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
UK OF THE SORT MENTIONED IN REFTEL NOR ANY AGREEMENT ON 
COMMON US/UK STANCE ON ISSUE OF OIL PRICES. ROBINSON 
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